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SUBJECT: ELECTRICAL WORKERS BACKED BY MINISTRY OF LABOR 
REF: SAN JOSE 2914 

1. ON AUGUST 17 THE MINISTRY OF LABOR'S 
LEGAL DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDED THAT SEVEN OF 
THE EIGHT SITET WORKERS FIRED BY THE COSTA 
RICAN AUTONOMOUS INSTITUTE FOR ELECTRICITY 
(ICE) BE RE-EMPLOYED. THE MINISTRY'S POSITION 
CAME ON THE DAY BEFORE THE UNION'S DEADLINE, 

GIVEN THREE WEEKS AGO TO THE MINISTRY AND ICE, 

WAS DUE TO EXPIRE AND THE PROSPECT OF AN 
IMMEDIATE ELECTRICAL WORKERS WALKOUT HAD BECOME 
HIGHLY PROBABLE. UNION SOURCES SAY SITET HAS 
GIVEN ICE UNTIL MONDAY, AUGUST 20 TO DECIDE 
HOW IT WILL ACT ON THE MINISTRY'S RECOMMENDA- 
TIONS. HOWEVER, SITET IS INSISTING, DESPITE 
THE MINISTRY'S POSITION THAT ONE EMPLOYEE WAS 
JUSTIFIABLY FIRED, THAT ALL EIGHT BE RE- 
EMPLOYED BY ICE. ICE CLAIMS ALL EIGHT WERE 
FIRED FOR "SABOTAGE ", A CHARGE WHICH SITET 
AND NOW THE MINISTRY, IN THE CASE OF 
THE SEVEN, HAVE REJECTED. SITET OFFICIALS 
SAY THAT THE ONE WORKER MAY POSSIBLY 
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HAVE DESERVED TO BE FIRED, BUT NOT FOR 
THE REASONS NAMED BY ICE. 

2. THE PRESS HAS YET TO PICK UP THE SITET 
STORY MOSTLY BECAUSE THE MINISTRY OF LABOR 

IS NOT TALKING AND MOREOVER, HAD REQUESTED SITEZZ TO 
STAY AWAY FROM THE PRESS. STILL IT IS SUR- 
PRISING THE PRESS HAS NOT BEGUN CARRYING THE 
NOW FAIRLY WELL KNOWN CONFRONTATION. 

3. A CENTRAL AMERICAN PTTI CONGRESS HELD IN 
SAN JOSE THIS WEEK PUBLICLY ENDORSED THE SITET 
DEMANDS. WALLACE LEGGE, PTTI LATIN AMERICAN 
REPRESENTATIVE, ATTENDED SEMINARS AND CEREMONIES 
WHERE THE SITET/ICE STANDOFF WAS FREQUENTLY IN 
FOCUS. NOT UNEXPECTEDLY, THE U.S. EMBASSY IS 
APPARENTLY BELIEVED IN SOME GOVERNMENT CIRCLES 
TO BE BACKING THE WORKERS. THIS IS A CONFUSION 
WHICH REPEATEDLY CROPS UP WHERE INTERNATIONAL 
UNION REPRESENTATIVES - IN THIS CASE THE PTTI 
REPRESENTATIVE IN COSTA RICA WHO IS CLOSE 

TO THE SITET PROBLEM - ARE IDENTIFIED AS PART OF 
THE OFFICIAL U.S. GOVERNMENT MISSION. ON THE 
OTHER HAND, THE SITET WORKERS ARE SAID TO BELIEVE 
THE EMBASSY IS BACKING ICE. 
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